
Page 1 of 1 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-2016 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF COVINGTON, KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON, 
ESTABLISHING A NEW TITLE 19 OF THE COVINGTON 
MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED, “IMPACT FEES”; 
REPEALING CHAPTERS 12.105 AND 18.120 CMC; 
AMENDING AND ADDING DEFINITIONS TO CHAPTER 
18.20 CMC RELATED TO THE SAME; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.  

 
 WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature passed the Growth Management Act of 
1990 and 1991, Chapter 36.70A RCW and Chapter 82.02 RCW (the “Act”), which authorizes the 
collection of impact fees on development activity to provide public facilities to serve new 
development; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Covington (the “City”), has adopted code provisions governing 
the assessment and collection of impact fees for transportation in chapter 12.105 of the 
Covington municipal Code (CMC), and for schools in chapter 18.120 CMC; and 

 
WHEREAS, on October 27, 2015, the city council passed Ordinance No. 11-15, 

repealing Ordinance No. 42-02, as codified as chapter 18.120 CMC, and those portions of 
Ordinance Nos. 23-04, 06-05, 17-05, 20-07, and 03-12 that subsequently amended it; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the stipulated settlement agreement with Kent School District 

dated March 17, 2016, and the stipulated order of King County Superior Court dated March 21, 
2016, Ordinance No. 11-17 was invalidated, thereby reinstating Ordinance No. 42-02, as 
codified as chapter 18.120 CMC, and all aforementioned amending ordinances, as if never 
repealed; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the 2015 legislative session, the state legislature enacted ESB 5923, 

which requires cities, towns, and counties to adopt a deferral system for the collection of impact 
fees for new single-family detached and attached residential construction; and  

 
WHEREAS, the deadline for cities, towns, and counties to implement an impact fee 

deferral system by September 1, 2016; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires to restructure and combine all existing CMC chapters and 

future impact fee code provisions, including a new deferral system, into one new Title 19 CMC, 
to be entitled “Impact Fees”, for ease of review and application; and 

 
WHEREAS, in addition to restructuring and reorganizing existing CMC impact fee 

chapters into the new Title 19 CMC, city staff has identified additional housekeeping edits 
needed to update existing impact fee code provisions for consistency and clarity, all of which are 
incorporated into the new Title 19 CMC; and 


















































