
 Covington: Unmatched quality of life 
 
 
 

 
CITY OF COVINGTON 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL JOINT STUDY SESSION WITH PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Council Chambers – 16720 SE 271st Street, Suite 100, Covington 
 

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

 **Please note meeting start time ** 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
The study session is an informal meeting involving discussion between and among the City 
Council, Commission (if applicable) and city staff regarding policy issues.  Study sessions may 
involve presentations, feedback, brainstorming, etc., regarding further work to be done by the 
staff on key policy matters. 
 
CALL CITY COUNCIL JOINT STUDY SESSION TO ORDER  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
ITEM(S) FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Suwanee Georgia Town Center Development Presentation (Hart) 
2. Parks Capital Improvement Program (Thomas) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT Speakers will state their name, address, and organization.  Comments are directed to the City Council, not 
the audience or staff.  Comments are not intended for conversation or debate and are limited to no more than four minutes per speaker.  
Speakers may request additional time on a future agenda as time allows. 
 
ADJOURN      
               
               
 
For disability accommodations call 253-480-2400 at least 24 hours in advance.  For TDD relay service call (800) 833-6384 and 
ask the operator to dial 253-480-2400.  
 

*Note* A Regular Council meeting will immediately follow at approximately 7:00 p.m. 



Agenda Item 1 
 Covington City Council Special Study Session 
 Date:  June 10, 2014 
 
SUBJECT:   JOINT MEETING WITH PARKS COMMISSION TO DISCUSS SUWANEE, 

GEORGIA TOWN CENTER DEVELOPMENT     
 
RECOMMENDED BY:  Richard Hart, Community Development Director 
                                          
ATTACHMENTS:    

1. Suwanee, Georgia “Play Hard, Live Well, Smile More!” Brochure 
2. Suwanee Town Center Fact Sheet, History, Context & Data Handouts 
3. Placemaking in Suwanee Town Center-Planning Efforts 

 
PREPARED BY:  Richard Hart, Community Development Director 
                              
EXPLANATION: 
At the American Planning Association national conference in Atlanta, Georgia in April, I was 
able to attend a half-day workshop with the City of Suwanee, Georgia, as they presented their 12 
year planning effort to develop their new Town Center, around a central park and plaza, a new 
city hall and associated multi-story mixed-use buildings and nearby residential subdivision. 
Suwanee, Georgia is a small town of around 16,000 residents, 30 miles northeast of Atlanta, with 
similar demographics to Covington.  The whole planning effort has many similarities to our 
recent efforts to establish our Town Center.  They financed most of their project development 
with a citizen approved bond issue, and the center piece of their new Town Center is a 
magnificent city park and new city hall. 
 
I have included as attachments to this Blue Sheet several pages of excerpts from several 
brochures produced by Suwanee as well as a planning document provided at the workshop.  I 
will provide a brief report of their effort at your study session that I hope will generate some 
discussion and questions.  I have also arranged for a video-conference with the City Manager and 
Community Development Director of Suwanee, Georgia, on Monday, July 21, 2014 from 4:00 to 
6:00 pm in the Council Chambers.  They will provide a great presentation on the history of their 
Town Center development, their lessons learned, and successes with their unique funding 
mechanisms.  
     
ALTERNATIVES: 
None 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
No fiscal impact is expected.     
 
CITY COUNCIL ACTION:    _____Ordinance            Resolution  ______Motion      X     Other 
 
REVIEWED BY:  City Manager, Finance Director, Parks & Recreation Director 

 
NO ACTION REQUIRED 
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Agenda Item 2  
 Covington City Council Special Study Session 
 Date: June 10, 2014  
 
SUBJECT:  JOINT MEETING WITH THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION TO 

DISCUSS PARKS CIP 
 
RECOMMENDED BY:   Scott Thomas, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. Parks CIP Project Sheets  
 
PREPARED BY:  Angie Feser, Parks Planner 
 
EXPLANATION: 
The purpose of this joint meeting with the Parks and Recreation Commission and City Council is 
to discuss major upcoming planning and capital projects for Parks.   
 
Park planning efforts include the Parks and Recreation Priorities Advisory Committee (PRePAC) 
and the Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan update and these will be presented. In 
addition, Parks staff will review the 2015 park capital projects including – 

1. Aquatics Center Renovation 
2. CCP Phase 2 construction 
3. A combined conceptual-level planning effort of Town Center Plaza, SoCo Park and 

Jenkins Creek Trail 
4. SoCo Park acquisition 
5. Jenkins Creek Park concept design  
6. Gerry Crick Skate Park renovation 

  
ALTERNATIVES: 
None 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
None 
 
CITY COUNCIL ACTION:         Ordinance       Resolution         Motion     X    Other 
 

PROVIDE INPUT TO COMMISSION 
 

REVIEWED BY:  City Manager, Parks and Recreation Director, Finance Director 
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