
 
 
 
 

CITY OF COVINGTON 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL JOINT STUDY SESSION WITH ARTS COMMISSION 
Council Chambers – 16720 SE 271st Street, Suite 100, Covington 

www.covingtonwa.gov 
 

Tuesday, October 28, 2014 – 6:00 p.m. 
                                                                         
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
The study session is an informal meeting involving discussion between and among the City Council, 
Commissioners, and city staff regarding policy issues.  Study sessions may involve presentations, 
feedback, brainstorming, etc., regarding further work to be done by the staff on key policy matters. 
 
CALL CITY COUNCIL JOINT STUDY SESSION TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
ITEM(S) FOR DISCUSSION 
 1. Realizing Public Art in Covington (Lesli Cohan/Ed White) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT Speakers will state their name, address, and organization. Comments are directed to the City Council, not 
the audience or staff. Comments are not intended for conversation or debate and are limited to no more than four minutes per 
speaker.  Speakers may request additional time on a future agenda as time allows.* 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 
 
 
 
Any person requiring disability accommodation should contact the City of Covington at 253-480-2400 a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance.  For TDD relay services, please use the state’s toll-free relay service at 800-833-6384 and ask the operator to dial 253-
480-2400. 
 
 
*Note* A Regular Council meeting will follow at approximately 7:00 p.m. 
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Agenda Item 1 
 Covington City Council Special Meeting 
 Date: October 28, 2014 
 
SUBJECT:  REALIZING PUBLIC ART IN COVINGTON 
 
RECOMMENDED BY:  Pat Patterson, Recreation Manager 
                                          
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Resolution 03/134 
2. Exhibit A (Public Art Policy) 
3. Exhibit B (Gift Acceptance Policy) 
4. City of Covington, Public Art Call for Artists 

 
PREPARED BY:  Pat Patterson, Recreation Manager  
 
EXPLANATION: 
At the City’s first joint meeting of the City Council and Arts Commission on October 22, 2012, 
the main topic of discussion was “Public Art in Covington – Path to Our Destination”.  At the 
second meeting on October 23, 2013, the topic was “Continued Discussion on Public Art”.  This 
year’s topic is “Realizing Public Art in Covington”. 
 
The Arts Commission’s goal for the 2012 joint meeting was to discuss with Council, the benefits 
and importance of public art in achieving an Unmatched Quality of Life. The main discussion 
centered on implementing the City’s public art guidelines established in 2003. 
 
The Commission’s goal for the 2013 joint meeting was to continue the discussion on public art in 
Covington and present possible art funding options and potential future art project possibilities in 
the City. 
 
The goal for the 2014 joint meeting between the Arts Commission and the City Council is to 
update Council on the Arts Commission’s work over the past twelve months and continue the 
discussion on public art in Covington.  In addition to their update, the Commission will present 
Council with their recommendation for the City’s first public art installation. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
None  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
 
CITY COUNCIL ACTION:         Ordinance        Resolution         Motion     X   Other 
 

PROVIDE INPUT TO COMMISSION 
 
REVIEWED BY:  Interim City Manager; Parks and Recreation Director 
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City of Covington 
Public Art Call for Artists 

 
 
Covington Aquatic Center Plaza - Sculpture 
2014-2015 
 
The City of Covington invites sculptors to submit proposals for Covington Aquatic Center Plaza 
– Sculpture. The work selected for this public art exhibition will be on loan to the City for a 
period of twelve months (12) and can be available for sale during that time. 
 
The selected artist will receive a $1500 stipend and at the conclusion of the exhibition the City 
of Covington may ask to purchase said piece for inclusion in the city’s permanent art collection. 
The application deadline is September 5, 2014  
 
Project Details 
City of Covington Aquatic Center Plaza – Sculpture will launch the City’s public art program. The 
venue is an outdoor plaza area in front of the city aquatic center, a destination for area families 
and over 100,000 people per year.  Depending upon the height of the piece, it may also be 
visible from the roadway, which also fronts Tahoma High School, Covington Community Park, 
and the Tahoma National Cemetery. The Covington Arts Commission believes this premier 
exhibition will lay the foundation for a strong public art program in the City of Covington.  This 
initial installation will establish the critical relationship that artists and public art will play to 
realize a vibrant residential, commercial, social and cultural gathering place that sustains an 
Unmatched Quality of Life. 
 
Artwork Specifications 
Artwork may be in any media and must be durable, suitable for outdoors and able to withstand 
the elements as well as interaction with pedestrians and the general public. Works may be 
functional or non-functional. Existing sculptures as well as artwork proposals are accepted. 
Proposals can be submitted as a sketch/illustration along with examples of other work that 
demonstrates artistry, proficiency and finish quality. 
 
Design Parameters 

Artwork must meet the following requirements: 
 

1. Artwork must not weigh more than 5000 lbs. 
2. Artwork shall fit within the 6’ x 6’ x 10’ envelop defined in Illustration 1. 
3. Maximum sail area not to exceed 50 sq ft. 
4. Artwork must attach to anchorage plate as define in Illustration 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 4
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Illustration 1 – Covington Aquatic Center Plaza – Sculpture Requirements 

 
 
Illustration 2 – Sculpture Anchorage Plate 
 
Holes shown indicate 
where plate is 
anchored to concrete 
platform.  Artwork may 
be welded or bolted to 
the center area of this 
anchorage plate. 
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 Artwork Location 
Covington Aquatic Center, 18230 SE 240th St, Covington, WA 
 

 
 
Duration of Installation 
The selected sculpture will be on view for 12 months from October 2014 – October 2015. 
 
Stipend 
The selected artist will be awarded a $1,500 artwork loan contract. The artist is responsible for 
transportation and installation and removal of the artwork. The artwork will not be insured by 
the City for the time the sculpture is on display, nor during installation and/or removal. Signage 
to identify the artwork will be provided by the City of Covington and the City and will promote 
the sculpture in a variety of ways including on the City’s website, in printed materials, and an 
opening reception.  Other promotional methods will be considered.   
 
Purchases 
At the conclusion of the exhibition, the selection committee may select the work to be 
purchased for inclusion in the City of Covington’s permanent collection. No commission will be 
taken from artwork sold to private sales. 
 
Eligibility 
Open to work by professional artists or artist teams living or working in the Pacific Northwest. 
Applicants may submit up to three sculptures for consideration. 
 
 
 
 

Covington  
Aquatic Center 

Aquatic Center Plaza  
Sculpture 

N 

18230 SE 240th St, 
Covington, WA  
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Artist Responsibility 
• Artist is responsible for transporting artwork to and from the installation site; 
• Artist must be able to demonstrate the selected artwork will be sound, safe, suitable for 

exhibition in the public realm, and meet all Artwork Specifications outlined 
• Artist will be responsible for maintenance and repairs to artwork during duration of the 

exhibition; 
• Artist is responsible for complying with terms set forth in this RFP will be required to 

sign a loan agreement with the City of Covington. 
 
Artist selection process and criteria 
A selection panel including representatives from the Covington Arts Commission, City of 
Covington Aquatic Center, and downtown business owners will review the submitted 
proposals. The panel will use the following criteria in the selection process: 

• Submission of all required application materials by deadline 
• Artistic excellence including technical competency 
• Suitability for the site including aesthetic content and public safety 
• Durability, able to withstand weather and interaction in a highly public area, and 

maintenance free for the duration of the exhibition. 
• Demonstrate structural soundness, safety and stability for an unsupervised general 

audience 
• Fit within the defined 6’ x 6’ x 10’ artwork space (Illustration 1.) 
• Attach to defined anchorage plate (Illustration 2.)  

 
 
Timeline 
July 2014 - Announcement of Call to Artists 
September 5, 2014 - Application Deadline 
September 26, 2014 - Review proposals and notify artists 
October 2014 - Installation of Sculptures 
 
APPLICATION GUIDELINES All applications must be submitted through CaFE™, 
www.callforentry.org™, an online application tool. 
 
The application package includes 
• Artist’s statement 
• Current resume (two page limit) 
• Artist can submit up to 3 artworks for consideration and is limited to 6 digital images of the 
sculptures being submitted for consideration 
 
Applications must be received by Friday, September 05, 2014. Please allow time for any website 
complications with the CaFE™ process. 
Inquiries can be directed to Pat Patterson ppatterson@covingtonwa.gov (253) 480-2482, 
Covington Arts Commission Support Staff. 
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