
 

   
                    MEDIA INFORMATION 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – July 8, 2011  
 
Contact: Karla Slate, PIO 
City of Covington  
253-638-1110, Ext. 2234  
kslate@covingtonwa.gov 
 

COVINGTON CITY COUNCIL SELECTS  
2011 CITIZEN AND HONORARY CITIZENS OF THE YEAR  

 
Covington, Wash. – The Covington City Council selected George and Susan 
Pearson as the City’s “Citizens of the Year” and Richard and Ina Balash as the 
“Honorary Citizens of the Year” at their June 28 City Council meeting.   
 
Covington citizens of the year, George and Susan Pearson, were nominated for 
their contributions to the community through extensive volunteer service. The 
Pearson’s have spent 672 combined hours in the efforts to reopen Jenkin’s 
Creek Park and keep it clean. According to their official nomination, “During nine 
months they worked the equivalent of 84 days, earning George the Silver Level 
and Susan the Bronze Level of the national Presidential Volunteer Award.” 
 
Covington Honorary Citizens of the Year, Richard and Ina Balash, were 
nominated for their dedication to the Covington community. Richard has 
volunteered in the community for over 16 years and has served the Covington 
Chamber of Commerce, Friends of the Covington Library, Kent Community 
Foundation, and the Covington Water District and his wife Ina has been right 
along his side the entire way. The husband and wife duo even donate their own 
money in the form of a scholarship administered by the Kent Community 
Foundation.  
 
The City has made it a tradition to recognize Citizens/Honorary Citizens of the 
Year for their contributions to the community of Covington. The Pearson’s and 
Balashes are being honored at the July 12 City Council Meeting and at the 
Covington Days Festival on July 16.  
 
Previous Citizens of the Year include: 

1998 Dianne Heide 
(more) 



 

1999 Eric Doan, Larry Harto, Margaret Harto, and Dr. William H. Modglin, Jr. 
2000 Larry Clements and Sharon Clements 
2001 Gerry Crick and Don Henning 
2002 Mary Pritchard 
2003 Steve Delvo 
2004 Pat Sullivan 
2005 Rob MacDonald 
2006 Lloyd Evens 
2007 Kevin Holland and Meg Holland 
2008 Dave Lucavish 
2009 Jean Young 

 
Previous Honorary Citizens of the Year include: 

2001 Jim Ramseth and Pat Ramseth 
2002 Katie Pagenkopf 
2003 Bob Nelson 
2004 Shar Wagers and Greg Wingard 
2006 Sue Smith 
2007 Hugh Kodama 
2008 Sonia Foss 
2009 Jim Schneider 
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