
Valley Medical Center Emergency Department
Valley Medical Center will soon begin preparing its site behind Safeway for construction of a 
new free-standing 24/7 Emergency Department. Below are some answers to anticipated 
questions regarding the clearing and grading project.  

Why are trees being cut behind Safeway?
Valley Medical has received approval for constructing a new 24/7 Emergency Department on the site.

Why do we need another 24/7 Emergency Department?
The City does not control how many medical offices there are in the city, just like we don’t control how many 
grocery stores or restaurants there are.  The downtown zoning allows these types of development so the City 
must review any proposals against the zoning and development standards.

How can they cut down all the nice trees?
The City has a recently-adopted tree ordinance and Valley Medical has met the conditions of that ordinance.    

Did Valley Medical study the trees to see if they could be saved?
Yes, Valley Medical hired a certified arborist to inspect, evaluate, and locate on a map every tree over four 
inches in diameter.  Many of the trees suffer from a disease known as “root rot” which affects the health and 
stability of trees of that size. 

Will there be any environmental damage done because of the tree cutting?  
No, as the approved plans have been reviewed against all existing city and state requirements for 
environmental regulation and control, including the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  All environmental 
laws must be met and will be followed and enforced.   

Has the project gone through any form of public review and public hearing?  
Yes, Valley Medical was required to file for and receive a Conditional Use Permit (CUP).  The City held a public 
hearing on the Valley Medical proposal, and the City’s Hearing Examiner granted Valley Medical’s request 
after a public hearing.  Surrounding property owners were notified and encouraged to attend the public 
hearing and submit verbal and written testimony before a decision was made.   

Will Valley Medical be required to plant new trees?  
Yes, many new trees and other landscaping will be required as part of the development proposal.  

What can I do if I have any questions or concern over the tree cutting?  
You may contact Senior Planner Salina Lyons at (253) 638-1110 or slyons@covingtonwa.gov.  
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